PALMETTO

General Hospital

Patient Centered Care

RELEASE DRAFT - 01.11.2011
CONTACT
Jennifer Beard-Evans
954-675-6785
Jennifer.beard@tenethealth.com

PALMETTO GENERAL HOSPITAL CELEBRATES 40 ™ ANNIVERSARY
Palmetto General Hospital remembersits past and celebratesits future as a comprehensive
medical center serving Miami-Dade communities

MIAMI (Jan. 20, 2011) —Today,Palmetto General Hospital celebrated 40 yearsmfiging
high quality healthcare to the community. The dhgedebration was marked by crowds of
Miami-Dade County city leaders, hospital employaed members of the local community that
gathered to remember Palmetto General Hospitahshihel beginnings and recognize the

advanced medical center that stands today.

“Even though we have significantly expanded ourpitasover the last 40 years, we have
always stayed true to our Mission to provide exaglbnd compassionate healthcare services to
our patients,” said CEO Ana Mederos. “Our vowoigontinue moving forward with this
Mission in the years to come, and become the Halspiitthoice in South Florida for patients,

physicians and employees.”

Founded in 1971 by a small group of doctors, thephal opened its doors with 50 beds,
70 physicians and 100 staff members. In its eaglyirinings, only a few floors were in use. The
first departments included the emergency room, igésergery, medicine, radiology, pathology,

respiratory and rehabilitation.
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By the end of its first decade, Palmetto Generaital had significantly expanded with
the construction of its first professional medioaildings. The hospital’s growth at this time was
guided by the influx of political exiles from Cubad immigrants from Latin America, as this

community brought changing health needs.

For Palmetto General Hospital, the 80s and 90s mar&ed by the integration of
technologies and a growing list of hospital progsamcluding an Outpatient Rehabilitation
Center, Inpatient Behavioral Health Unit; Oncoldggnter, and a Diabetes Education Center.
The Maternity Center was added in 1990, includingweel Il Neonatal Intensive Care Unit
(NICU). By the late 90s, the hospital also buitegparate Pediatric Emergency area, with its own
kid-friendly waiting room, triage and patient roaniis growth continued as the hospital

moved into the new millennium.

The new millennium began with the opening of thest For WomeH"” Diagnostic
Center, followed by the Weight Loss Surgery Programs program would eventually be rated
the number one Bariatric Program in Miami-Dade Ggamd number two in Florida by
HealthGrades. Even more significant was the creation ofcésdiac surgery program. The
hospital received approval for an Open-Heart Syr§eogram in 2004 and openébe Heart
Institute at Palmetto General Hospiial 2006. Today, the hospital is ranked among the T®
in Florida for Cardiac Surgery and received a 5-Biating for Valve Replacement Surgery by

HealthGrades (2011).
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The latest addition to the hospital is Wescular Institute at Palmetto General Hospital
which offers comprehensive vascular and endovaspubeedures. The Institute also brings
together multiple specialists, including surgearasdiologists; interventional cardiologists;
interventional radiologists; wound care and diabebeperts; and hyperbaric physicians to

address every aspect of vein health.

Since its early beginnings 40 years ago, Palmettoe@l Hospital has evolved into a
major medical center in South Florida, with 360dealer 600 physicians and 1,400 employees.
The hospital provides a wide spectrum of award-wigiservices, and is poised to make even
more strides as it continues to develop cuttingeqatmgrams and services for the multinational

community it serves.

About Palmetto General Hospital

Palmetto General Hospital, part of Tenet's Miamd&&roward Health Network, is a 360-bed acute-baspital
located at 2001 West 68th Street in Hialeah, Féorkhe hospital has served the medical and heafthreeds of
Northwest Miami-Dade and Southwest Broward courféesnore than 30 years.

Palmetto General Hospital offers a broad rangenfises, including adult and pediatric emergenomns,
maternity, mental health, cancer center, hyperpameind care, and sleep disorders center, a capdigeam that
includes both medical and surgical services, aabréziprogram that has been designated a Centexadllence by
the American Society for Bariatric Surgery and ad&t Imaging Center of Excellence as designatateyy
American College of Radiology. Palmetto Generalpitas is fully accredited by The Joint Commissitime
nation's oldest and largest hospital accreditedgpency.

For its Bariatric Surgery Program, Palmetto GenHiagpital is the Best-Rated Hospital in Miami-Dazigunty and
has also ranked second in Florida for 2010/2011aamoing the Top 5% in the Nation for Bariatric Suyger three
consecutive years in a row by HealthGrades, thematleading health care quality ratings compahyaddition,
Palmetto General Hospital has received a 5-stargrédr valve replacement surgery and stroke car@®11 by
HealthGrades.

In addition, the hospital received the 2010 Amaritkeart Association Get With the Guidelines (GWT&)Id
Performance Achievement Award, and in 2009, the #eaa Heart Association/American Stroke Association
choose the “America’s Best Hospitals” issue (JWQP) in the US News and World Report to recogntiee t
Palmetto General Hospital for Achievements in G&h\Whe Guidelines Programs. Palmetto General Halsp
also one of only 34 hospitals nationwide to eartu@ent's 100 Top Hospitals designation six or mores.

To learn more about Palmetto General Hospitalt wigiw.palmettogeneral.com
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